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Event objectives

The objectives of the event were to:

o oOfficially launch the Regional Report on Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics
(SEA-PLM) 2019 Results;

o discuss the implications of results on policies, practices and research;

e inform key stakeholders on SEA-PLM 2019 products and next round of SEA-PLM
assessment; and

e engage in policy discussion among experts on implications of SEA-PLM 2019 results
and research collaboration.

Conference agenda
The overall programme was delivered in two half days. Key findings of SEA-PLM 2019 in
reading, writing, mathematics, and global citizenship were presented. Using SEA-PLM
2019 proficiency scales, key regional trends on children learning were highlighted.
Reflections, insights, and follow-up actions were explored with ministers of education and
representatives from the six participating countries, technical teams, and key partners.

Please refer to : Event agenda.

Participants

The event brought together Ministers, High Officials, and national representatives from
SEA-PLM 2019 Core Member Countries; High Officials and national representatives from
Honorary Member Countries; SEA-PLM Secretariat (SEAMEO and UNICEF EAPRO);
SEA-PLM Technical Advisory Group; representatives of SEA-PLM National Teams;
UNICEF Country Office; representatives from SEA-PLM participating countries;
Ambassadors and/or representatives from the Embassy of SEA-PLM Core Member
Countries in Bangkok; representatives from SEAMEO Centres; representatives from
SEAMEO Associate Member Countries; representatives from SEAMEO Affiliate
Members; partners; experts; media; and live-streaming audience from YouTube.

Please refer to . List of participants.

Summaries from the event

The following pages serve as summaries of highlights from each session. The SEA-PLM
2019 Main Regional Report and materials for the event, including a video recording of the
event and other supporting materials and photos, can be obtained on the SEA-PLM
website.


https://www.seaplm.org/
https://www.seaplm.org/
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The Official Launch of SEA-PLM 2019 Results: 1 December 2020

08.30 — 12.00 hours (Bangkok Time, GMT+7)
Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit, Bangkok, Thailand
Online platforms (speakers — Zoom/non-speakers — YouTube Live)

1.1 Welcome remarks

Welcome remarks: UNICEF EAPRO
e Ms Karin Hulshof, Regional Director, UNICEF EAPRO

Ms Hulshof opened her remarks by stating the importance of Southeast Asia Primary
Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM). SEA-PLM 2019 is the first large-scale assessment on
reading, writing, and mathematics, as well as global citizenship education of Grade 5
children in the region. Given the demand for a large-scale student assessment from
Ministers of Education in the region, SEA-PLM was initiated by the Southeast Asian
Ministers of Education Association (SEAMEO) and UNICEF in 2012. Progress over the
eight years culminated into today’'s launching of the SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional
Report. The report reveals that many Grade 5 children in the region are still far from
achieving the minimum proficiency level defined by the Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 4.1. However, encouraging findings emerge from the report as many children may
still improve their learning when well supported by equity-based policies and
programmes.

Ms Hulshof expressed her hope that learnings from the SEA-PLM Report can be put into
practice to accelerate better learning outcomes for all children. She expressed her
gratitude to all involved stakeholders for open collaboration and commitment: SEAMEO
Secretariat, Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) and experts, Ministers
of Education from the six participating countries, as well as UNICEF regional and country
offices.

In the post COVID-19 era, children’s needs to master basics in literacy and numeracy is
ever more important. These foundational skills will support children’s further development
of knowledge, skills, as well as extend their interactions with communities and the world.
She ended her speech by empabhsising the need for reliable data to monitor the outcomes
of the learning process. The data, as facilitated by SEA-PLM, is key to ensure that every
child in the region has strong foundational learning to achieve their full potential in school
and life.

Welcome remarks: SEAMEO Secretariat
e Dr Ethel Agnes Pascua-Valenzuela, Director, SEAMEO Secretariat

Dr Pascua-Valenzuela elaborated the bond developed for SEA-PLM given numerous
milestones of the SEA-PLM she had been involved in since 2012. From the review of the
curriculum in Southeast Asia at the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization
Regional Center for Educational Innovation and Technology (SEAMEO INNOTECH) in
the workshop in 2014 to the agreement on assessing children at the Grade 5 level and
now the launch of SEA-PLM 2019 results in 2020.

The SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report showcases results from the first-round of
SEA-PLM assessment in domains of literacy and numeracy. Furthermore, SEA-PLM is
the first-ever large-scale learning assessment to monitor the global citizenship education
of children. The development of SEA-PLM reaffirms the aspirations of SEAMEO ministers
expressed in 1965 to improve lives, equity, and access to quality education. In addition,


https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
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improving basic education has always been a central focus of SEAMEO. Strong
foundational learning is crucial to impacting the educational success of the individual
child, as well as towards national socio-economic growth in the region.

The valuable collaboration between SEAMEO and UNICEF is recognised given their
shared vision on developing inclusive quality education for all children. Dr Pascua-
Valenzuela also acknowledged the support of technical experts in the region and globally,
particularly the key partnership formed with ACER on learning assessments. She also
extended her appreciation to all national representatives of SEA-PLM.

She concluded her remarks with an emphasis on the alignment between SEA-PLM and
the agenda of SEAMEO, particularly in the priority areas of early childhood care and
education (ECCE) foundational skills in achieving quality and equitable education;
addressing barriers to inclusion; revitalising teacher education; and adapting to 21%
century skills.

1.2 SEA-PLM introduction video

A five-minute SEA-PLM introduction video provided concise information on SEA-PLM.
Since 2012, SEAMEO and UNICEF EAPRO have jointly developed SEA-PLM. It is the
first large-scale learning assessment system in the region to assess the learning
proficiencies of Grade 5 children in foundational skills such as numeracy, literacy (reading
and writing), as well as value and engagement in global citizenship. Key contextual
information is collected from students, parents, teachers, and school principals. SEA-PLM
instruments have been developed by regional and international experts with technical
support from ACER. Test and questionnaires were translated from English into languages
of each patrticipating country. Six Southeast Asian countries are involved in the first round
of SEA-PLM: Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, and Vietnam. The
2019 data were collected from national representative samples with participation from
1,193 schools and 31,187 students.

The video also introduced potential contributions of results indicated in the SEA-PLM
2019 Main Regional Report, which can be used towards national policies such as
curriculum design, teaching pedagogies, and school practices. Through the development
of a regional learning mechanism using contextually-appropriate instruments, SEA-PLM
enables participating countries to support the regional-building process in materialising
the ASEAN Community 2025. Development of the SEA-PLM proficiency scales aligns
student proficiencies against global indicators on reading and mathematics as defined by
the SDG 4. Furthermore, SEA-PLM strengthens regional learning assessment systems to
move Southeast Asia towards inclusive and quality education.

1.3 SEA-PLM 2019 results: Children’s learning in 6 Southeast Asian countries
e Mr Francisco Benavides, Regional Education Advisor, UNICEF EAPRO

The presentation of Mr Benavides focused on key elements of the new proficiency scales;
children’s performance results in the three domains of reading, writing, mathematics, and
their responses to the global citizenship module; as well as key regional trends and policy
recommendations.

The proficiency scales were created to report children’s performance in reading, writing,
and mathematics. Children who are in the highest band® master the fundamental skills
expected of them by the end of primary school at the international level, as defined in the

! proficiency scales of reading, writing, and mathematics have different Band ranges.


https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
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SDG 4.1.1. All questions, coding materials and procedures were developed, pre-tested,
and validated in collaboration with countries and experts. In addition, quality assurance
was maintained throughout the assessment process to ensure that the results are
comparable across countries and across different test languages.

SEA-PLM 2019 is based on definitions? of reading, writing, and mathematical literacy as

agreed between Southeast Asian countries and learning domain experts. Overall findings

reveal large differences in learning outcomes across countries and among children within
each country. It shows poor learning in most countries and alarming trends of inequities in
all participating countries. Across countries, only 1 out of 3 children in Grade 5 is

performing at the level expected in the early years of primary education, while 2 out of 3

children in Grade 5 do not achieve the minimum level expected in SDG 4.1.1 at the end

of primary education.

o Forreading literacy, there is a large variation (2% to 82%) across the six SEA-PLM
countries at the level expected of Grade 5 children at the end of primary education.
Similarly, there is a large variation (1% to 50%) across countries at the level
expected of Grade 5 children in the first years of primary education. In all countries, a
significant number of children were in Band 5 and have developed a solid basis in
reading literacy skills in their language of instruction.

o For writing literacy, a vast proportion of children across the six SEA-PLM 2019
countries are not demonstrating the writing proficiencies expected of a Grade 5
student. Approximately 9% of children performed at Bands 7 and 8 or above, the
highest two bands on the writing proficiency scale. While 40% of children across all
SEA-PLM countries are in the lowest two bands with limited writing skills.

e For mathematical literacy, there is a huge variation (1% to 57%) of mathematical
proficiency equivalent to that expected in the first years of primary school across the
six SEA-PLM 2019 countries at the lowest band. A majority of Grade 5 children have
achieved the mathematical literacy skills expected at the end of primary school while
some countries have modest percentages of children who have achieved this Band.

SEA-PLM 2019 is the first large-scale comparative assessment to focus on global
citizenship at the primary level. Report findings show that while children show interest in
issues affecting them such as climate change and conflict resolution with classmates,
there is room for schools to provide further opportunities for children to learn and practice
global citizenship skills and knowledge, including speaking in organised debate or
discussing global issues.

Encouraging findings from the report show promising pathways that can lead to better
learning results. With the right equity-based policies and programmes in place, a
significant proportion of children may still be able to improve their learning and reach
higher proficiency levels. For instance, data found that in all countries, children who had
attended at least 1 year of preschool education consistently performed better than
children who had not. Similarly, higher levels of parental engagement were associated
with higher reading, writing, and mathematics scores in children.

Towards the end of his presentation, Mr Benavides presented six policy
recommendations? to facilitate the improvement of children’s learning with a strong equity
focus drawn from the SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report. These recommendations
are indicative and will need to be contextualised based on each country’s national context
and existing actions.

1.4 Ministerial messages on SEA-PLM 2019 national results and policy responses

2 For learning area definitions, please refer to the SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report.
3 For more details on the six policy recommendations, please refer to the SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report.



https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries

Event Report: Launch of Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 2019 Results 7

Moderator:
o Dr Ethel Agnes Pascua-Valenzuela, Director, SEAMEO Secretariat

Speakers:
e HE Dr Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, Youth and Sport, Cambodia
o HE Madame Sengdeuane Lachanthaboun, Minister of Education and Sports, Lao
PDR
Dr Habibah Abdul Rahim, Director General, Ministry of Education, Malaysia
HE Dr Myo Thein Gyi, Union Minister for Education, Myanmar
HE Dr Leonor Magtolis Briones, Secretary of Education, Philippines
HE Dr Nguyen Van Phuc, Deputy Minister of Education and Training, Vietnam

HE Dr Hang Chuon Naron (Cambodia): In this message, His Excellency Dr Naron
stated that suggestions from the SEA-PLM 2019 Main Regional Report align well with the
national education reform programmes in Cambodia.

He provided key policy responses from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport in
Cambodia based on suggestions from the SEA-PLM 2019. These include strengthening
teacher training programmes; increasing community preschools and early childhood
education (ECE) quality to reduce Grade 1 repetition and drop-out rates; focusing on
nutrition, clean water and sanitation in rural areas; focusing on writing and composition in
the curriculum; integrating global citizenship in social science textbooks; strengthening
child-friendly schools and school-based management; encouraging parents’ engagement;
and enhancing library standards.

HE Madame Sengdeuane Lachanthaboun (Lao PDR): Her Excellency Madame
Sengdeuane started her message with a brief background on Lao PDR'’s participation in
SEA-PLM 2019, which involved 4,600 students in Grade 5 from 290 schools in Lao PDR.
The next cycle of SEA-PLM is under discussion.

Participation in SEA-PLM 2019 has enabled Lao PDR to: gather experiences for
application towards similar national and international large-scale assessments (Grade 5
Learning Assessment or ASLO in 2021 and PISA 2025); gain insights on Grade 5
children’s proficiencies; utilise data captured towards the development of 5-year plan
2021-2025 and reporting against SDG 4; gather the snapshot of learning situation in Lao
PDR before COVID-19 pandemic.

She concluded her message with the way forward for the Ministry of Education and
Sports in Lao PDR on SEA-PLM which include: translate results from the Main Regional
Report into local languages; disseminate the results at multiple levels, including the
education conference for administrators, national and provincial assemblies, roundtable
meeting involving government and development partners; and inform future research
based on available results.

Dr Habibah Abdul Rahim (Malaysia): In this message, Dr Abdul Rahim specified the
contributions from SEA-PLM 2019 to Malaysia, which are informing policymakers on
future initiatives and research, as well as identifying best practices that can be locally
adapted. SEA-PLM 2019 findings show that by the end of primary education, Malaysian
Grade 5 children have a 58% reading proficiency level and 64% math proficiency level,
signalling progress from the implementation of the Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-
2025. However, a modest writing proficiency level shows that current teaching skills can
be enhanced.

Dr Abdul Rahim reaffirmed the commitment of Malaysia to supporting international goals
such as the SDG 4, as emphasised in SEA-PLM 2019, to ensure equitable and quality
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education. The inclusion of the global citizenship domain in SEA-PLM 2019 is timely in
responding to learning needs in an increasingly globalised world. The Malaysian Ministry
of Education acknowledged suggestions from SEA-PLM 2019 and will continue to discuss
ways of implementation in the areas of curriculum development, pedagogies, teacher
education, and professional development. She ended her message by underlining the call
for greater use of evidence to improve children learning outcomes.

HE Dr Myo Thein Gyi (Myanmar): His Excellency Dr Gyi started his message by
introducing SEA-PLM as one of the two national sample base assessments in Myanmar
besides EGRA/EGMA. As Myanmar undergoes ongoing education reform, results from
SEA-PLM could be considered as the baseline for the new KG+12 new curriculum
implementation. SEA-PLM could be used to enhance the national assessment policy
guidelines launched by Myanmar’s Ministry of Education.

Special recognition is given to ACER for assessing 5,715 primary 5 children in Myanmar
across key domains of reading, writing, and mathematics literacy. Findings show that 1/3
of children do well as above average in mathematics, 1/4 of children do well as above
average in reading, and 1 out of 5 perform well as above average in writing. Results of
SEA-PLM 2019 can strengthen Myanmar’s national education policy and system, as well
as serve as useful evidence in the National Education Strategic Plan 2021-2030. Towards
the end of his message, he stated that the Ministry of Education in Myanmar looked
forward to continued collaboration to improving the learning outcomes of children in the
region.

HE Dr Leonor Magtolis Briones (Philippines): Her Excellency Dr Briones introduced
that SEA-PLM 2019 was regionally contextualised with consensus on the definition of
‘literacy’, which captured rich data on children’s learning at home and in schools. Basic
education quality improvement remains the biggest challenge in the Philippines and is the
underlying reason for the country to join PISA in 2018, SEA-PLM and IEA in 2019, and
TIMSS in 2019. Participation in these international assessments signals the Philippines’
commitment to improving student outcomes and to having available data for further study
on the quality of the Philippines’ basic education to inform short- medium- and long-term
policies.

SEA-PLM 2019 results on Grade 5 children will be used to complement PISA results in
assessing 15-year-old students from the Philippines, as well as to deepen insights on the
level of proficiencies, identify gaps, and understand ways to design effective and targeted
interventions. Additionally, the results will be used to enhance curriculum review, teacher
professional development, and improve the learning environment.

She ended her message with the way forward for the Philippines. The Philippines is
committed to improving learning quality remains despite the COVID-19 pandemic. It will
integrate SEA-PLM results into its broader education efforts. The Ministry of Education
will streamline its participation in international large-scale assessment by primarily
focusing on PISA and SEA-PLM. It will continue to contribute to SEA-PLM and hopes to
benefit from quality programmes and partnerships derived from this regional
collaboration.

HE Dr Nguyen Van Phuc (Vietnam): In this message, His Excellency Dr Phuc
emphasised that participation in SEA-PLM demonstrated Vietnam’s commitment to
improving education. SEA-PLM provides an opportunity for Vietnam to integrate in
regional education improvement efforts while strengthening its learning assessment
systems and improves understanding of its current state of education for better education
quality.
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In SEA-PLM 2019, Vietnam'’s participation involved 150 schools, 832 teachers, 4,937
children, and 4,160 parents. With national averages of 6 out of 6 in reading literacy, 8 out
of 9 in mathematics literacy, and 6 out of 8 in writing literacy, these achievements indicate
high proficiencies in the key educational domains and use of mother tongue of children in
Grade 5. Findings also show that the learning outcomes of females and males are equal
in mathematics and reading literacies although females are shown to be more proficient
in writing than males. Big gaps in learning outcomes remain for children in mountainous
and remote areas.

Towards the end of his message, His Excellency Dr Phuc specified the way forward for
the Ministry of Education and Training in Vietnam in the short term and long term. In the
short term, MOET will follow up on SEA-PLM 2019 results by organising workshops to
discuss findings in mathematics, reading and writing, and global citizenship; identify
strengths and weaknesses of Vietnamese children; focus on teaching practice; and
innovate classroom testing and evaluation. Long term strategies include focusing on
policies and development for children in mountainous areas; supporting ethnic children or
those with difficult circumstances as well as parents in mountainous areas; greater
investing in male children on their writing skills; designing materials; strengthening
teaching methods; strengthening international and regional collaboration; developing
modern evaluation system; and continuing further collaboration with SEA-PLM in
following years.

1.5 Expert and partner messages: Implications of SEA-PLM 2019 results for
policies, practices and research

Moderator:
e Mr Francisco Benavides, Regional Education Advisor, UNICEF EAPRO

Speakers:
e Dr Sylvia Montoya, Director, UNESCO Institute for Statistics
e Mr Jaime Saavedra, Global Director for Education, World Bank
e Mr Shigeru Aoyagi, Director, UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for
Education

Dr Sylvia Montoya (UNESCO Institute for Statistics): Dr Montoya's presentation
focused on how SEA-PLM 2019 results can be used to monitor the progress in Southeast
Asia on SDG 4 (target 4.1, indicator 4.1.1) and to provide continuing support to countries
in improving learning outcomes as they move towards 2030.

She highlighted the contribution from SEA-PLM 2019 to the definition of a comparable set
of thematic indicators. It will join other reporting options for indicator 4.1.1 in assessing
children learning by the end of primary education, including TIMSS & PIRLS, SACMEQ,
PASEC. Being the first comparable national assessment with a focus on global
citizenship education and is aligned with the SDG target 4.7, SEA-PLM could also
contribute to expanding the use of its learning assessments to monitor and track different
indicators of SDG 4, including mother tongue as the language of instruction (4.5.2),
children experiencing bullying (4.a.2), teachers’ in-service training (4.c.7), basic services
offered by the school (4.a.1), and equity disaggregation related to gender, SES, and
location (4.5.1).
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Mr Jaime Saavedra (World Bank): In this message, Mr Saavedra stressed the current
concern that children’s learning outcomes and fundamental skills acquisition remain
minimal comparing high enrolment in primary education. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, the learning poverty indicator shows that only 53% of children in low and
middle-income countries could understand basic texts by age 10. Post pandemic, there
would be a further increase in learning poverty* as 10 million children are at risk of
dropping out of schools permanently (of which, 2.6 million children are from the Southeast
Asia region). This would have an impact on children’s productivity and lifetime earnings
with losses in foregone earnings equating to US$ 10 trillion or 10% global GDP. This
pandemic has implications on education equity given the digital divide which is widening
the gap of education between the rich and the poor.

Mr Saavedra emphasised a need to invest in multi-platform learning strategies, provide
support to teachers by training them to effectively use digital tools as well as to improve
their pedagogic skills to improve student-teacher interaction. He also stressed the
increasingly important role of parents in education during the pandemic. As such, public
policies should be geared towards supporting parents to facilitate the education process
of children. There is a need for more equitable and resilient education systems to ensure
continuity of learning between the school and home. For instance, the World Banks’ Read
at Home programme ensures that conditions at home are conducive to learning through
the provision of reading materials. Strengthened political, financial, and managerial
commitment is needed to improve learning outcomes to address this crisis.

Mr Shigeru Aoyagi (UNESCO Bangkok): Mr Aoyagi provided a congratulatory message
to SEA-PLM Secretariat by introducing SEA-PLM as a commendable initiative,
particularly its contribution in providing reliable data in the region and in achieving
consensus among all participating member countries on the proficiency definitions.

He specified enormous challenges in the education sector. Among them is the limited
progress towards SDG 4 considering the report of UN ESCAP that 617 million young
children do not have basic proficiencies in reading and writing. There are also a number
of out-of-school children. The ASEAN Declaration on Strengthening Education for Out-of-
School Children is an important milestone to address equity in education.

Mr Aoyagi acknowledged participating countries’ achievements in the areas of teacher
development and community preschools, 5-year education plan, and emphasis on 21
century skills. Results from SEA-PLM 2019 will contribute to upcoming efforts such as the
UNESCO education minister conference in Asia-Pacific to produce a 5-year progress
report on SDG 4. He also highlighted the importance of member countries in interpreting
SEA-PLM data to improve education strategies and policies and his aspiration to see
concrete country responses to SEA-PLM recommendations in the coming months.

4 Simulations by the World Bank shows that the learning poverty rate might increase by 10 points, from 53% to
63% in LMICs.
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1.6 Next steps: Upcoming activities and next SEA-PLM round announcement
e Mr Antoine Marivin, SEA-PLM Programme Manager

Mr Marivin presented the way forward for SEA-PLM. Following the launch of the SEA-
PLM 2019 Main Regional Report, which consists of a short executive summary with key
messages from the report. It has 5 chapters on key results and findings, followed by 6
strategic recommendations on key policy actions. A more detailed executive summary will
be released and sent to all participating countries. SEA-PLM 2019’s regional database is
publicly available, including test framework, examples of items, background
guestionnaires, regional database, and user manual.

In 2021, a series of policy dialogues, briefs and web articles will follow by featuring
provisional thematic areas such as: equity related to gender; academic resilience for
disadvantaged schools and children; teachers’ profiles and specialisation; promoting
global citizenship education across children and teachers; predictors of success such as
pre-schooling participation and parental involvement; children wellbeing and school
climate; children’s voices on environmental issues and learning outcomes; and improved
digital infrastructure in school and teacher preparedness in using digital teaching tools.

SEA-PLM 2019 results will inform planning for the next round of SEA-PLM 2023. In
addition to the dissemination and utilisation of SEA-PLM 2019 results, preparation for the
next round has already started and will require consultation, political will, funding, and
technical commitment.

Towards the end of his presentation, he stated the following steps towards the

development of SEA-PLM 2023:

e Obtain consensus among Southeast Asian countries and potential partners on
participation modality for the next cycle 2021-2015;

e Share call for participation with Southeast Asian countries in Q2 2021,

¢ Invite regional and national partners for inputs to support countries in filling in gaps or
resources;

¢ Conduct the main survey at end of 2022-2023 academic year; and

¢ Increase coordination and planning of SEA-PLM in national assessment strategy.

1.7 Closing remarks
¢ Mr Francisco Benavides, Regional Education Advisor, UNICEF EAPRO

Mr Benavides thanked all participants who attended the launch in-person and online. He
emphasised the important role of countries in providing leadership on the next steps and
reassured that the coordinated efforts can be counted on SEA-PLM Secretariat, co-chaired
by SEAMEO and UNICEF EAPRO.


https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
https://www.seaplm.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28:sea-plm-2019-main-regional-report-children-s-learning-in-6-southeast-asian-countries
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Policy Discussion on SEA-PLM 2019 Results: 2 December 2020

09.00 — 12.00 hours (Bangkok Time, GMT+7)
Online platforms (speakers — Zoom/non-speakers — YouTube Live)

2.1 Welcome remarks
o Dr Ethel Agnes Pascua-Valenzuela, Director, SEAMEO Secretariat

Dr Pascua-Valenzuela welcomed all delegates to the policy discussion on SEA-PLM
2019 results. This policy discussion is an initial effort among many more activities in 2021
to translate SEA-PLM 2019 results in more inclusive and greater learning outcomes for all
children. As observed in the Main Regional Report, there are alarming trends of
inequities and poor learning in the region with only 1 out of 3 Grade 5 children performing
at the level expected of them in the early years of primary education.

To foster a systemic change to primary learning development, SEA-PLM provides
opportunities for countries to participate in the assessment and inform on children’s
learning outcomes and develop evidence-based policy. It also builds the capacity of
human resources to improve primary learning assessment systems to ensure each
participating country can actively develop, implement, monitor and report the quality of
learning at the national level.

She highlighted that SEA-PLM 2019 results specified challenges to children’s learning
and assessment systems development, which would allow us to better align curriculum
and teaching pedagogy to ensure inclusive and quality education as enshrined in the
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 2025 and the SDG 4.

Towards the end of her remarks, she expressed her appreciation to all national
representatives including SEA-PLM technical teams, UNICEF country office focal points,
ACER experts, Technical Advisory Group for validating the SEA-PLM technical standards
and SEA-PLM Secretariat staff for the commitment and contribution to SEA-PLM.

2.2 SEA-PLM 2019 results in focus: Quality learning and equity outcomes

e Ms Jeaniene Spink, Research Director, Australian Council for Educational Research
(ACER)

Ms Spink’s presentation focused on equity of learning outcomes, understanding context,
and factors influencing student learning. SEA-PLM 2019 shows that there are significant
disparities in learning outcomes across all countries and within each country. For
interventions aimed at supporting educational improvement, social inequalities of learning
provision must first be addressed. Questionnaires were developed for children, parents,
schools, and teachers to understand learning provisions in the regional contexts. The
following factors influencing children’s learning are considered in SEA-PLM 2019:

Children’s background such as gender, age, school location, the language of
instruction, preschool education, socioeconomic status (SES), repetition, and school
readiness. In all SEA-PLM 2019 participating countries, girls outperform boys in reading
and writing. Similarly, in 3 out of 6 countries, girls also outperform boys in mathematics.
Based on the SEA-PLM-developed index for each country, a substantial difference in
learning outcomes by SES quartile® across three domains of highest parental
occupation, highest educational level of parents, and home resources is found in each

5 Children from higher SES backgrounds and those attending schools in wealthier neighborhoods performed
better than children from less advantaged backgrounds.
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country. Across all participating countries, children who attended at least 1 year of
preschool education performed better than children who had not. There is a significant
difference in most countries on the school readiness of children who are able to
complete early language and mathematics tasks before entering primary education. The
home environment may contribute to this difference. Additionally, children who spoke the
language of instruction more often at home achieved a higher level of literacy in reading,
writing, and mathematics than those who did not, except in the Philippines. In terms of
grade repetition, approximately 1 in 5 children in SEA-PLM 2019 repeated a year of
school by year 5, thus providing a worrying trend as children repeating a grade of school
tends to perform worse than those who do not.

School environment such as school size, school location, access to textbooks, and
teacher preparation. A majority of children are enrolled in schools consisting of 200-499
students. Students who attend larger schools tend to perform better, likely due to
adequate school resources. Access to reading materials varies widely within a range
from 0% to over 60% across countries. In terms of teacher preparation, there is also a
huge variation within each country with some providing targeted pedagogical training
during pre- and/or in-service training while some others do not provide it.

Attitudes to school such as children’s attitudes to school, parental engagement, and
issues affecting the classroom. 80% or more children had a positive attitude toward
schools. 50% of parents motivate their children to succeed in school; however, a majority
of parents do not engage in other activities to support their children (such as helping with
homework or asking what children learn in school). Perceptions of children, school
principals, and teachers were also asked to identify issues affecting children’s learning in
the classroom.

Addressing the learning gap for all children is a complex challenge and thus systematic
approach is needed to address it. Ms Spink ended her presentation by underlining that
SEA-PLM 2019 has suggested understanding factors influencing children’s learning
through a comparative perspective is a key starting point to reduce inequalities in basic
education across Southeast Asia.

2.3 Turning results into actions: Round table comments and reflections

Moderator:
o Dr Ethel Agnes Pascua-Valenzuela, Director, SEAMEO Secretariat

Co-Moderators:
e Dr Wahyudi, Deputy Director (Programme and Development), SEAMEO Secretariat
e Dr Kritsachai Somsaman, Deputy Director (Administration and Communication),
SEAMEO Secretariat

Speakers:

e Mr Ung Chinna, Director of Education Quality Assurance Department, Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sport, Cambodia

¢ Mr Kadam Vongdeuane, Director of Center for Educational Research and Evaluation,
Ministry of Education and Sports, Lao PDR

e Dr Haji Azhar Haji Ahmad, Director of Educational Planning and Research Division,
Ministry of Education, Malaysia

e Mr Aung Htike, Deputy Director General of Department of Myanmar Examinations,
Ministry of Education, Myanmar

e Dr Diosdado M. San Antonio, Undersecretary for Curriculum and Instruction,
Department of Education, Philippines

e Dr My Ha Le Thi, Director of Center for Educational Quality Evaluation, Ministry of
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Education and Training, Vietnam

Mr Ung Chinna (Cambodia): Mr Chinna began his presentation by highlighting that 76%
and 64% of Cambodia’s Grade 5 children had achieved the minimum SDG 4.1.1
proficiency levels in reading and mathematics expected of them by the end of primary
education.

Based on SEA-PLM 2019 policy options suggested, Cambodia has come up with its
dissemination plan as below.

No. Activity Level
1 | SEA-PLM National Report Launching

2 | Online dissemination via MOEYS website and facebook page

3 | Consult with technical departments and DPs on the SEA-PLM 2019

findings, mainly focusing on problematic areas. E.g. early childhood,
primary education

4 | Discuss with Primary Education Department to improve the above National
problematic points. l.e. to enhance Early Grade Learnings (EGRA & EGM)

5 | Discuss with the Department of Curriculum Development on integration of
Global Citizenship to national curriculum and textbooks

6 | Consult with Teacher Training institutions on how to use the SEA-PLM
2019 findings. E.g. quality of teachers=quality of students

7 | Consult with education inspectors in all 25 provinces on how to use the Sub-
Sea-PLM 2019 findings national

8 | Develop SEA-PLM Sample Iltem Bank manual at the school level School

9 | Coach and mentor on use of SEA-PLM findings at the classroom level

Mr Kadam Vongdeuane (Lao PDR): Mr Vongdeuane stated that the Ministry of
Education and Sports in Lao PDR agreed with the SEA-PLM 2019 results pertaining to
Lao PDR and will continue to learn from and progress based on the learnings.

The following are actions that will be undertaken:

No. Activity Level

1 | Share and discuss SEA-PLM 2019 results on country learning outcomes
compared to regional outcomes at the Lao PDR roundtable discussion.

This is in relation to development of the 5-year Plan 2021-2025. National
2 | Share SEA-PLM results at the National Assembly of Lao PDR
3 | Disseminate results at the provincial and district levels Sub-
national

4 | In-depth analysis of SEA-PLM 2019 database with collaboration from
UNICEF Lao PDR UNICEF

5 | Develop SEA-PLM 2019 national version report in local language

Dr Haji Azhar Haji Ahmad (Malaysia): Dr Ahmad indicated that Malaysia has a 96.7% of
enrolment rate in primary education. Based on SEA-PLM 2019 results, 18% (Band 5) of
Grade 5 children in Malaysia have achieved reading literacy skills in the language of
instruction expected of them at the end of primary education. As for writing proficiency, a
modest percentage (11%) of Malaysian Grade 5 children are in Bands 7 and 8,
suggesting that these children may be able to have a well transition through to secondary
education and are on the right track to meet the 21* century challenges. Furthermore, a
majority of Malaysian Grade 5 children are in Band 6 and above and have achieved the
mathematical literacy skills expected of them at the end of primary education.

Based on the SEA-PLM 2019 results, Malaysia would emphasise the use of digital
platforms, online teaching and learning materials to enhance learning; provide a digital
resources repository for teachers; focus on the role of parents in providing early
foundational reading and writing skills to children; engage multiple teaching techniques to
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enhance children’s learning interest (e.g. via role play, acting, and singing); strengthen in-
house training or sharing session among teachers; and support children in developing
higher-order thinking skills. SEA-PLM 2019 results have provided insights to Malaysia on
further improving more activities related to global citizenship in schools.

The following are follow-up recommendations from Malaysia.

No. Activity Level
1 Implementation of Professional Learning Community is expanded to all
schools
2 Strengthen differentiated learning in the classroom
3 Focus on the problem and project-based learning as children further
School
explore knowledge
4 Continuous structured teacher’s professional development to improve
teacher’s quality
5 Raise quality of all preschools towards universal enrolment
6 Share and disseminate findings with stakeholders with regard to curriculum, Various
assessment, teacher education and pedagogy. levels

Mr Aung Htike (Myanmar): Mr Htike shared reflections on the SEA-PLM 2019 results.
SEA-PLM 2019 findings show that Grade 5 girls in Myanmar are more likely to perform
better than boys in reading, writing, and mathematics. It would be useful to identify the
reasons for this difference if it is due to teachers and/or gender tendencies. The insight on
the language of instruction (in particular in the Philippines where children are still
performing at high levels of reading, writing, mathematics proficiencies despite children
not speaking the language of instruction at home), is a new lesson learned for Myanmar.
Across the six participating countries, Myanmar has the highest number of children
without preschool education (over 60%). This has implications for its newly introduced
KG+12 education system.

Mr Htike also highlighted Myanmar’s initiative on better and safer schools through the
Happy School Project’'s development of a School Quality Assurance Standards
Framework (SQASF) framework for learner well-being in the Asia-Pacific to promote
learner well-being and prioritise the environment for better learning outcomes. Parental
engagement in children’s learning is a continued emphasis in Myanmar, particularly
through the introduction of parent teacher association.

SEA-PLM 2019 results show fewer ‘chance and data’ items in the lower proficiency levels
of the mathematics proficiency scale. This may reflect that topics in this area are not
taught to children as much as the other two mathematical strands.

Dr Diosdado M. San Antonio (Philippines): Based on the SEA-PLM 2019 results, Dr
Antonio emphasised a need to increase efforts on quality enhancement in primary
education in the Philippines. The Department of Education in the Philippines have
launched a quality education programme with a focus on K-12 curriculum review and
update; improvement of the learning environment (classrooms, learning materials,
textbooks); upskilling of teachers and career advancement, in particular, pre-service
teacher education should be made more relevant; and partner contributions to improving
learning outcomes.

Equity is also another focus area where the Department of Education in the Philippines is
intensifying efforts (e.g. through the ‘Every Child a Reader’ programme launched in 2019
to improve foundational proficiencies). Furthermore, there have been initiatives to
improve teacher quality including recognition of teachers and school officials, as well as
the creation of a circle of innovators for learning as a platform for teachers to demonstrate



Event Report: Launch of Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 2019 Results 16

best practices and inspire other fellow teachers. Blended learning efforts would also be
sustained.

Additional follow-up actions are captured in the table below.

Activity
Increase efforts on quality primary education
Enhance efforts on equity
Improve teacher quality
Sustain blended learning efforts
Conduct in-depth analysis of SEA-PLM 2019 for greater information on the schools and
learners
Disseminate results and analysis to stakeholders
7 | Conduct consultations with stakeholders to generate programmatic and strategic
recommendations to improve the quality of primary education

m.bool\n—\g

(o3}

Dr My Ha Le Thi (Vietham): Vietnam’s participation in SEA-PLM 2019 involved 150
schools, 832 teachers, 4,837 students, and 4,160 parents. In Vietham, Grade 5 female
children better than males in reading and writing proficiencies. Children in cities perform
better than those in rural and remote areas given greater resources are available in the
cities. Additionally, children with higher parents’ qualifications such as parents with
bachelor's degrees and above tend to perform better in reading, writing, and
mathematics.

The following table details the SEA-PLM 2019 results dissemination plan in Vietnam:

No. Activity Level

1 | SEA-PLM National Report outline National team
(completed)

2 | Data-analysis to develop the national report

3 | Organise seminars to research and discuss results in domains of | National team (in the
Mathematics, Reading, Writing, and Global Citizenship to find process)
out the strengths and weaknesses of Viethamese children

4 | Identify the strengths and weaknesses of Vietnamese pupils

about the SEA-PLM 2019 assessment to draw on the experience National team
of SEA-PLM implementation in the following years (December 2020)
5 | Develop a national report
6 | Discuss and revise the report National
(January-March 2021)
7 | Publish national report MOET (April 2021)
8 | Request schools to put SEA-PLM assessment into practice to MOET (next school
innovate classroom testing and evaluation on a daily basis years)
9 | Create practical lessons to apply in teaching in Viethnamese School level

schools (next school years)
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2.4 Insights from SEA-PLM partners

Moderator:
e Mr Francisco Benavides, Regional Education Advisor, UNICEF EAPRO

Speakers:
e Dr Sang-Jin Ban, President, Korean Educational Development Institute (KEDI)
e Ms Kyungsuk Chang, Head of International Cooperation Division, Korea Institute for
Curriculum and Evaluation (KICE)
e Ms Ramya Vivekanandan, Senior Education Specialist, Global Partnership for
Education (GPE)

Dr Sang-Jin Ban (KEDI): Recognising SEA-PLM 2019 as a milestone in establishing
meaningful data of Southeast Asia to monitor primary students’ learning outcomes, Dr
Ban provided three key suggestions for SEA-PLM’s consideration.

First, a full understanding of the SES for the participating countries is crucial, especially in
reflecting similarities as well as differences stemming from local and cultural contexts.
Second, the inclusion of the global citizenship dimension, in addition to reading, writing,
and mathematical proficiencies, in SEA-PLM 2019 is commendable as it reflects the
changing needs of children in the 21 century. Similarly, in Korea, results of a 2019 global
competence survey with a focus on multicultural education and education for sustainable
development was released in PISA this October 2020 and will inform the preparation of
the next Korean education policy. It is suggested that SEA-PLM should emphasise the
evaluation of global citizenship items in its 2019 results and set a specific plan towards
policy implementation. Finally, the SEA-PLM team could expand collaboration with
countries and organisations with relevant experiences. For instance, Korea has
undergone radical social change and could serve as an example for Southeast Asian
countries undergoing similar social and economic changes.

Dr Ban ended his message with a statement on the potential contribution of KEDI to SEA-
PLM by stating that KEDI's experience in educational research in supporting policy
implementation could benefit SEA-PLM in survey implementation, data analysis,
development of educational policy, and finalisation of the report.

Dr Ki-Sun Sung (KICE): On behalf of Dr Ki-Sun Sung, KICE President, Ms Kyungsuk
Chang shared four reflections on SEA-PLM 2019.

First, SEA-PLM 2019 has the potential to supplement the reopening of schools post
COVID-19 as countries plan for and implement different learning assessment strategies.
SEA-PLM data can complement national or local assessment in monitoring system-wide
learning losses as well as facilitate evidence-based decision making in determining
children’s learning trajectory prior to the pandemic.

Second, differentiated strategies should be used to support low achieving children. More
focus should be put towards various angles of the SEA-PLM 2019 results to draw policy
implications. It is essential to consider that there is no cure-all in supporting low achieving
children but instead customised support at various layers of the socio-educational system
is needed to improve learning outcomes.

Third, advances in assessment tools are needed to reflect changes in the learning
environment due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Significant changes to education have been
observed during the pandemic. As schools closed, actions to mitigate learning disruptions
have been undertaken such as continuing education through various modalities of online
learning platforms, television and radio, paper packets, while for some learning has
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stopped altogether. SEA-PLM could reflect these changes to measure what it aims to do,
by including items related to digital literacy in reading and writing, as well as the
environment for online learning.

Finally, SEA-PLM plays a role in regional assessment for participating countries to
monitor their education systems, facilitate evidence-based decision makings to support
guality learning, and reach global goals, rather as a means to rank countries’
achievements in any particular order. Ms Chang ended her message by stating the
contribution of SEA-PLM to countries by providing an opportunity to collaborate by
sharing experiences and gather expertise in the field.

Ms Ramya Vivekanandan (GPE): Ms Vivekanandan started her message by introducing
GPE as a multi-stakeholder partnership to leverage global and national resources
towards education for the poorest and most vulnerable children. GPE 2025 is a new
strategy which focuses on quality education for every child with a goal to accelerate
learning outcomes.

She highlighted that GPE 2025 priority areas align with SEA-PLM and include early
learning and quality teaching. Currently, 87 countries are eligible for GPE’s support in
2021-2025, including SEAMEO member countries which is inclusive of 5 SEA-PLM
participating countries including Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines, and
Vietnam.

Ms Vivekanandan shared perspectives on SEA-PLM commending it as a state-of-the-art
assessment programme, in particular, this is the first ever cross-national learning
assessment in the region and for the writing domain. SEA-PLM includes the global
citizenship domain (the new GPE strategy also has this emphasis), collected
comprehensive background information from students to parents, and aligns with SDG
4.1.1a by the end of lower primary and 4.1.1b by the end of primary. She commented on
the contributions of SEA-PLM to allowing participating countries to easily report on
indicators and its actionable policy recommendations, many of which are aligned with the
priorities of GPE.

In terms of SEA-PLM 2019 results, greater progress is needed to improve learning
outcomes, significant variation is observed on the performance across the six
participating countries, and Grade 5 children seem to have a better grasp of local issues
than of regional and global ones. Recommendations from SEA-PLM 2019 is aligned with
GPE's priorities are captured in the figure below.

GPE 2025

1. Prioritize early learning in disadvantaged contexts *+ incentivizing countries to ensure all children have access to at least
. " g . one year of high-quality, pre-primary education.
2. Guarantee a solid start in primary education i
throu_%h on-time enrolment and progression for * emphasis on access of 12 years
all children, especially the disadvantaged. « quality teaching as a priority area
3.  Ensure explicit and progressive learnin )
standards in the curriculum of basic education, Funding/operational model
including in digital and blended learning options i
) ) * Progress towards spending at least 20% of domestic public
4.  Support motivated and experienced teachers and expenditure on education
positive school environments * Data systems requirement and requirement on having a system or

5 Use data, monitoring and research to achieve mechanism in place to monitor learning outcomes
. '

better learning

6. Participate in and support SEA-PLM 2023 Resources
activities, including the opportunities and + Assessment for Learning (AdL)

challenges arising from the COVID-19 pandemic - COVID-19 funding (5500 million), including in Lao PDR and Myanmar.

Many of these grants are focused on learning-related activities.
Support for global & regional work as well,

Towards the end of her message, she suggested the following next steps and
implications.
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¢ Making sure that SEA-PLM results are widely disseminated at the national level in 6
countries;

e As part of the above, ensuring that the results are also explicitly discussed in each
country’s Local Education Group (LEG) in order to inform policy dialogue, including
sector analysis, planning, implementation and monitoring;

e Working to guarantee that the data is used for regional and global reporting
purposes. E.g. in SDG 4.1.1 reporting, regional SDG 4 progress;

e Continued dialogue between countries on the basis of these findings. GPE's
Knowledge and Innovation Exchange (KIX) can and should be mobilised for this
purpose as well as for research through KIX EAP Regional Hub coordinated by The
Network for International and Cooperation in Education and Training (NORRAG) and
ACER.

e GPE wishes to deepen advocacy and technical relationship with SEAMEO to drive a
step-change in addressing the learning crisis. E.g. participation in High Officials
Meeting. SEA-PLM is a component of this.

2.5 Closing remarks
e Mr Marcoluigi Corsi, Deputy Regional Director, UNICEF EAPRO

Mr Corsi started his remarks by showing his appreciation that key findings of SEA-PLM
2019 on reading, writing, mathematics, and global citizenship were explored during this
event. He stressed that there are significant inequities and low performance in certain
groups of children as identified by the SEA-PLM 2019 proficiency scales. In some
countries, only 10% of the children reach the minimum proficiencies suggested in SDG
4.1. He was delighted that ministers, technical teams, and key partners have shared their
insights as well as specific actions on how SEA-PLM 2019 results and database can be
used.

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr Corsi believed that the revision of priorities
in light of the SEA-PLM data would be even more relevant. In 2021, SEA-PLM will
provide a platform for participating countries to define and confirm key priorities and
strategies as countries share their SEA-PLM reports, thematic spotlights, national
debates, and action plans. Mr Corsi concluded his remarks by extending his appreciation
on behalf of the SEAMEO-Secretariat and UNICEF EAPRO to all participants, speakers,
SEA-PLM technical teams, ACER, partners, and UNICEF country offices. He reaffirmed
that UNICEF will continue to support countries to ensure that every child in the region has
strong foundational learning.

For more information, please visit the SEA-PLM official website and download the SEA-
PLM 2019 Main Regional Report.



https://www.seaplm.org/
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Event agenda

Programmeme at a Glance

As of 30 November 2020

Official Launch of SEA-PLM 2019 Results

Tuesday 1 December 2020 at 08.30-12.00hrs. (GMT+7: Bangkok Time)

Carlton Grand Ballroom 2, Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit, Thailand

Online Platform (Speakers: Zoom/Non-Speakers: YouTube Live)

TIME SESSION
08.30 — 09.00 | Registration
09.00 — 09.15 | Welcome Remarks
09.15 - 09.20 | SEA-PLM Introduction
09.20 — 09.30 | Official Launch of SEA-PLM 2019 Results and Photo Session
09.30 — 10.00 | Key Regional Trends and Policy Implications From SEA-PLM 2019 Results
10.00 — 10.45 | Ministerial Messages on SEA-PLM 2019 National Results and Policy Responses
10.45 - 11.00 | Refreshments
11.00 — 11.40 | Expert and Partner Messages: Implications of SEA-PLM 2019 Results for Policies,
Practices and Research
11.40 — 11.50 | Next Steps: Upcoming Activities and Next SEA-PLM Round Announcement
11.50 - 12.00 | Closing Remarks
12.00 — 14.00 | Lunch (Carlton Grand Ballroom 1)

Policy Discussion on SEA-PLM 2019 Results

Wednesday 2 December 2020 at 09.00 - 12.00hrs. (GMT+7: Bangkok Time)

Online Platform (Speakers: Zoom/Non-Speakers: YouTube Live)

TIME

SESSION

09.00 - 09.15

Welcome Remarks and Photo Session

09.15 - 09.45

SEA-PLM 2019 Results in Focus: Quality Learning and Equity Outcomes

09.45 - 10.45

Turning Results into Actions: Round Table Comments and Reflections

10.45-11.00

Refreshments

11.00-11.45

Insights From SEA-PLM Partners

11.45-12.00

Closing Remarks
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A: SEA-PLM Participating Countries

Cambodia

Lao PDR

Malaysia

1.

10.

11.

12.

H E Dr Hang Chuon Naron

Minister of Education, Youth and Sport
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport
New Building, St 380

Sangkat Beungkenkong 1, Khan Chamkamon
Phnom Penh, 12000, Cambodia

Mr Ung Chinna
Director
Education Quality Assurance Department (EQAD)

Mr Sarin Sar
Head of Assessment Office, EQAD

H E Mrs Sengdeuane Lachanthaboun
Minister of Education and Sports
Ministry of Education and Sports
Lane Xang Avenue P.O Box: 67
Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR

Dr Silinthone Sacklokham
Director General
External Relations Department

Mrs Nouamkham Chanthabouly
Deputy Director General
External Relations Department

Mrs Vonevilayhong Thayarath
Deputy Head of Multilateral
Cooperation Division

External Relations Department

Mr Kadam Vongdeuane

Director of Center

Center for Educational Research and Evaluation/RIES
Ministry of Education and Sports

Mahosot Road, Chanthabouly District,

Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR

Mr Phimmasone Sisaat

First Secretary (Education-Culture)

The Embassy of the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

520, 502/1-3 Soi Sahakarnpramoon
Pracha-Uthit Road, Wang Thong Lang

Bangkok 10310, Thailand

Dr Habibah Abdul Rahim

Director General

Educational Planning and Research Division
Ministry of Education

Level 1-5, Block E8, Parcel E

62604 Putrajaya, Malaysia

Dr Haji Azhar Haji Ahmad
Director

Ms Suzilah Mohd Sidek
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Deputy Head of Mission
The Embassy of Malaysia
33-35 South Sathon Road
Thung Mahamek, Sathon
Bangkok 10120, Thailand

Myanmar 13. HE Dr Myo Thein Gyi
Minister for Education
Ministry of Education
Office No. (13), Nay Pyi Taw 15011
Myanmar

14. HE MrWin Maw Tun
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Education

15. Dr Nay Win Oo
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Education

16. Mr Ko Lay Win
Director General
Department of Basic Education

17. Dr Thein Win
Director General
Department of Higher Education

18. Dr May San Yee
Deputy Director General
Department of Higher Education

19. Dr Zaw Latt Tun
Deputy Director General
Department of Education Research Planning and Training

20. DrYin Myo Thu
Deputy Director General
Department of Higher Education

21. Dr Tin Maung Win
Deputy Director General

22.  Mr Ko Lay Win
Director General
Ministry of Education

23. DrWin Tun
Director General
Department of Education Research
Planning and Training

24. Dr Myo Thant Myo
Director-General
Department of Myanmar Examinations

25. DrTin Yu Yu Aye
Director, Academic Division
Department of Basic Education

26. Mr Aung Htike
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Philippines

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Deputy Director General

Ms Aye Thida Soe
Deputy Director, Research Division
Department of Education Research Planning and training

H E U Myo Myint Than

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
The Embassy of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar

110 Sathon Nua Road

Bangkok 10500, Thailand

Mrs Su Sandar
Third Secretary/Chief of Education Section

Dr Diosdado M. San Antonio

Undersecretary for Curriculum and Instruction,
Department of Education

DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue

Pasig City, Philippines

Dr Nelia Benito
Director IV, BEA

Mrs Gretchen Cordero
Chief Education Programme Specialist

Ms Armida Celeste

Senior Education Programme Specialist
Bureau of Education Assessment Education
Research Division

Ms Joy Pangilinan
Supervising Education Programme Specialist
Bureau of Education Assessment

Ms Bernadette Reyes

Education Programme Specialist Il
Education Research Division
Bureau of Education Assessment

Mr Enrico Mendoza
Project Development V
Literacy Coordinating Council Secretariat



Vietnam

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Mr Enrico Totanes

Information System Analyst IlI
Bureau of Education Assessment
Education Research Division

Ms Mary Joy Gerona
Technical Assistant |
International Cooperation Office

Mr Juan Carlos Borromeo

Acting Director, Southeast Asia Il Division
Office of Asian and Pacific Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs

2330 Roxas Boulevard

Pasay City, Philippines

H E Mrs Millicent Cruz-Paredes

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

The Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines
760 Sukhumvit Road, Corner Soi Philippines (Soi 30/1)
Wattana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Ms Beatriz Ines Rozon
Second Secretary

Ms Rosette Herrera-Davila
Attaché

HE Professor Dr Phung Xuan Nha
Minister of Education and Training
Ministry of Education and Training
35 Dai Co Viet street

Hai Ba Trung District, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

Dr My Ha Le Thi

Director

Center of Educational Quality Evaluation
Vietnam Education Quality Management Agency

B: SEAMEO Member Countries

Brunei Darussalam

Indonesia

45,

46.

47.

Mr Zulmajdi Momin

Education Officer

Examinations Department

Ministry of Education

Old Airport Road

Berakas BB 3510, Brunei Darussalam

Ms Asma Aisha

Assistant Researcher, Center for Policy Research
Research, Development and Book Board
Ministry of Education and Culture

Semper Barat, Jakarta Utara 14130, Indonesia

Mrs Ninik Purwaning Setyorini
Policy Analyst, Directorate SMP
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Singapore 48. Mr Meng On Chee
Senior Research Analyst
Research and Management Information Division
Ministry of Education
1 North Buona Vista Drive
Singapore

Thailand 49. Ms Chadarat Singhadechkul
Inspector General
Ministry of Education
Rajdamnoen Nok Avenue
Dusit, Bangkok 10300, Thailand

50. Mr Somsong Ngamwong
Director, Bureau of International Cooperation

51. Ms Kusuma Nawaphanpimol
Senior Officer, Publication and Information Unit

52.  Mr Pongsakorn Rudravanija
Foreign Relations Officer

53.  Mr Thiti Forksantiah
Foreign Relations Officer

54, Mr Chalermchai Phanthalert
Director of Social Studies Institute
Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC)

55. Mrs Oraon Ritklang
Educational Officer
Academic Affairs and Educational Standards Bureau,
OBEC

56. Dr Worawarong Rakreungdet
Assistant President
The Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science
and Technology (IPST)
924 Sukhumvit Road, Klong Toey
Bangkok 10110, Thailand

57.  Mr Arthit Chayakul
Personal Assistant

Timor Leste 58. Mr Tadeu Marcelino Soares
First Secretary
The Embassy of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste
7" Floor, Thanapoom Tower
1550 New Petchburi Road
Ratchathewi, Bangkok 10400, Thailand

C: SEAMEO Associate Member Countries
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France 59. Ms Caroline Schmitt
Attaché for Cooperation in French Language and
Education
Embassy of France
35 Charoenkrung Road Soi 36
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500, Thailand

DX SEAMEO Affiliate Members

Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for 60. Dr Hyun Mook Lim

International Understanding Director

(UNESCO-APCEIU) Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International

Understanding (APCEIU)
120 Saemal-ro, Guro-gu
Seoul, Republic of Korea, 08289

61. Mr Jay Jaehong Kim
Head Office of Education and Training

62. Ms Anna Chung
Head, Office of External Relations and Information

63. Ms Jeongmin Eom
Head, Office of Research & Development

64. Ms Maggie Yang
Assistant Programmeme Specialist
Office of External Relations and Information

British Columbia Council for 65. Dr Dwayne Cover

International Education (BCCIE) Director, International Education
British Columbia Council for International Education
(BCCIE)

International Education, British Columbia (Canada)
Ministry of Education
620 Superior Street, Victoria, BC, Canada

British Council 66. Ms Benjaporn Phomahad
Programmeme Manager, English for Education System
British Council
254 Wittayakit Building
Chulalongkorn 65, Siam Square, Phayathai Road
Pathum Wan, Bangkok 10330, Thailand
E-mail: Benjaporn.phommahad@britishcouncil.or.th

University of Tsukuba 67. Dr Masami Isoda
Director, Center for Research on International
Cooperation in Educational Development (CRICED)
University of Tsukuba
1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba
Ibaraki 305-8577, Japan

E: Partners and Invited Guests
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Embassy of the Kingdom of
Morocco

ASEAN Secretariat

Child Fund International

CITO International

Educational Quality and
Assessment Programme (EQAP)

Fundacion Educacion Y
Cooperacion - EDUCO

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

Dr Abdelrhani Charfi

Minister-Counsellor and Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco

12" Floor, Sathorn City Tower

No 175 South Sathorn Road, Sathorn

Bangkok 10120, Thailand

Ms Mary Anne Therese Manuson

Assistant Director and Head of the Education, Youth and
Sports Division

ASEAN Secretariat

Jalan Sisingamangaraja No 70 A

Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia

Ms Shinta Permata Sari
Officer of the Education, Youth and Sports

Ms Marlene Floresca

Education Programme Specialist
Child Fund International
Manila, Philippines

Mr Roland Angerer

Regional Director Asia

Child Fund International

c/o CCF Thailand

9 Chalermprakiat Rama 9 Soi 8
Nong Bon, Pravet

Bangkok 10250, Thailand

Mr Melchior De Vries

Director

Cito International

PO Box 1034, 6801 MG Arnhem, Netherlands

Dr Sanneke Schouwstra
Senior Research Scientist

Mrs Anneke De Graaf
Consultant/Test expert

Mrs Torika Taoi

Team Leader Large Scale Assessment

Educational Quality and Assessment Programme
3 Luke Street, Nabua, Fiji

Mrs Prudencia Sanoy

Technical Specialist — Education
Fundacion Educacion Y Cooperacion
Benny Imperial Avenue, Alternate Road
Legaspi City, Philippines

Ms April Porteria-Pingol
Partnership Officer
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Global Partnership for Education

International Association for the
Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA)

Korean Educational Development
Institute (KEDI)

Korea Institute for Curriculum and
Evaluation (KICE)

National Institute of Education (NIE)

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

Ms Myra Ador
Project Coordinator

Ms Ramya Vivekanandan

Senior Education Specialist

Global Partnership for Education
1850 K Street, NW, Suite 625
Washington DC 20006, USA

Mr Ralph Carstens

Senior Research Advisor

International Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement

Ueberseering 27, 22297

Hamburg, Germany

Dr San-Jin Ban

President

Korean Educational Development Institute
7, Gohak-ro, Deoksan-eup

Jincheon-gun, Chungcheongbuk-do

Republic of Korea

Dr Yewon Suh
Director, Office of International Cooperation

Ms Hyo-Jeong Kim
Programmeme Specialist

Dr Ki-Sun Sung

President

Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation
8 Gyohak-ro, Deoksan-eup

Jincheon-gun, Chungcheongbuk-do (27873)
Republic of Korea

Dr Kyungsuk Chang
Head, International Cooperation Division

Dr Sang-Wook Park
Assistant Researcher, Educational Evaluation

Dr Christine Goh

Director

National Institute of Education
1 Nanyang Walk, Blk 1 Level 4
Singapore 637616

Ms Caitlyn Guthrie

Directorate for Education and Skills

Policy Advice and Implementation Division

Global Relations

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
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(OECD)
2, rue André Pascal
75775 Paris Cedex 16, France

UNESCO Bangkok 90. Mr Shigeru Aoyagi
Asia Pacific Regional Bureau for Director
Education UNESCO Bangkok

Asia Pacific Regional Bureau for Education
920 Sukhumvit Road, Klong Toei
Bangkok 10110, Thailand

91. Mr Mark Manns
Associate Programmeme, Section for Inclusive Quality

92. Dr Kyungah Bang
Programmeme Officer, Inclusive Quality Education (IQE)

93. Ms Libing Wang
Consultant

UNESCO Institute for Statistics 94. Dr Silvia Montoya
Director
UNESCO Institute for Statistics
CP 6128 Succursale Centre-Ville
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3J7, Canada

UNESCO Teacher Task Force 95. Mr Varly Pierre
Consultant
UNESCO TTF
France
United Nations World Food 96. Ms Katelyn Runyan-Gless
Programmeme Head of School Feeding

United Nations World Food Programmeme
Dhaka, Bangladesh
University of Melbourne 97. Dr Esther Care
Professorial Fellow
University of Melbourne
Kwong Lee Dow Building 234 Queensberry Street, Parkville
VIC 3053, Australia

World Bank 98. Mr Jaime Saavedra
Global Director
Education Global Practice
World Bank
1818 H Street, NW, Washington DC 20433, USA

99. Dr Marguerite Clarke
Senior Education Specialist

100. Dr Diego Luna-Bazaldua
Education Specialist in Psychometrics

University of California 101. Mr Jaco Roesch
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Education Policy Consultant
UC Berkeley
Berkeley, California, USA

F: SEAMEO Centres
SEAMEO BIOTROP 102. Dr Irdika Mansur
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Centre Director
Tropical Biology SEAMEO BIOTROP
Jalan Raya Tajur Km 6
Bogor, West Java 16134, Indonesia
103. Dr Zulhamsyah Imran
Deputy Director for Administration
SEAMEO CED 104. Dr Niane Sivongxay
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Centre Director
Community Education Development) SEAMEO CED
Ministry of Education and Sports
Dong Dok, Xaythany District
PO Box 67, Vientiane, Lao PDR
SEAMEO INNOTECH 105. Mr Ramon C Bacani
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Centre Director
Educational Innovation and SEAMEO INNOTECH
Technology) Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman
Quezon City, Philippines
106. Mr Philip Purnell
Manager, Education Research & Innovation
SEAMEO QITEP in Language 107. Dr Luh Anik Mayani
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Quality Centre Director
Improvement of Teachers and SEAMEO QITEP in Language
Education Personnel in Language) Jalan Gardu, Srengseng Sawah, Jagakarsa
Jakarta Selatan 12640, Indonesia
108. Dr Sumharmoko
Deputy Director of Administration
109. Mrs Esra Nelvi Siagian
Deputy Director of Programmeme
SEAMEO QITEP in Mathematics 110. Dr Sumardyono
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Quality Centre Director
Improvement of Teacher and SEAMEO QITEP in Mathematics
Education Personnel in Mathematics) Jalan Kaliurang Km 6 Sambisari, Condong Catur, Depok

Sleman, Yogyakarta 55283, Indonesia
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SEAMEO RECFON 111. Dr Muchtaruddin Mansyur
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Food Centre Director
and Nutrition) SEAMEO RECFON

Jalan Salemba Raya 6
Central Jakarta 10430, Indonesia

112. Dr Agus Haryanto
Deputy Director of Administration
Administration Division

SEAMEO RECSAM 113. Dr Mariam Othman
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Deputy Director, Research and Development Division
Education in Science and Mathematics) SEAMEO RECSAM

Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah
Gelugor, 11700 Penang, Malaysia

114. Dr Wan Noor Adzmin binti Mohd Sabri Wan
Deputy Director, Training Programme Division

115. Mr Dominador Mangao
Specialist (Science Education)
Research and Development Division

116. Dr Ng Khar Thoe
R&D Specialist

SEAMEO RETRAC 117. Dr Phuong Thanh My Ho
(SEAMEO Regional Training Centre) Centre Director
SEAMEO RETRAC
35 Le Thanh Ton Street, District 1
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham

118. Ms Uyen Thi Phuong Nguyen
Manager, Department of International Development

SEAMEO SEN 119. Mr Mohd Zulkarnain Abdul Wahab
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for Special Head, Research and Innovation Division
Education Needs) SEAMEO SEN

Level 2, Kompleks Anjung Hikmah, IPGK Perempuan Melayu,
Jalan Durian Daun
75400 Melaka, Malaysia

120. Mr Mohd Anis Abdul Razak
Programmeme Associate, Research and Innovation Division

SEAMEO SEPS 121. Mr Sukich Udindhu

(SEAMEO Regional Centre Centre Director

for Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for SEAMEO SEPS

Sustainability) 11" Floor, Natural History and Environment Building

928 Sukhumvit Road
Bangkok 10110, Thailand
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SEAMEO SPAFA
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for
Archaeology and Fine Arts)

SEAMEO STEM-ED
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for STEM
Education)

SEAMEO TROPMED Network
(SEAMEO Regional Tropical Medicine
and Public Health Network)

SEAMEO VOCTECH
(SEAMEO Regional Centre for
Vocational and Technical Education)

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

32

Dr Noel Hidalgo Tan

Senior Specialist in Archaeology
SEAMEO SPAFA

81/1 Si Ayutthaya Road

Thewet, Dusit, Bangkok 10300, Thailand

Mr Ean Lee
Publications Manager

Ms Sarinun Kanokthawornthum
Administrative Officer

Dr Pornpun Waitayangkoon

Centre Director

SEAMEO STEM-ED

11" Floor, Natural History and Environment Building
928 Sukhumvit Road, Phra Khanong

Khlong Toei, Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Dr Kessara Amornvuthivorn
Programmeme & Research Director

Ms Yaowalak Jittakoat
Research and Evaluation Manager

Ms Sucharat Tubtimcharoon
Office Manager

Assoc Prof Dr Pratap Singhasivanon
Secretary-General/Coordinator
SEAMEO TROPMED Network
420/6 Ratchawithi Road

Bangkok 10400, Thailand

Dr Paryono

Deputy Director for Porfessional Affairs
SEAMEO VOCTECH

Jalan Pasar Baharu, Gadong, Brunei Darussalam

G: UNICEF Country Office

Cambodia

131.

132.

Ms Katheryn Bennett

Chief of Education

UNICEF Cambodia Country Office
5™ Floor, Exchange Square Building
No 19 and 20, Street 108

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Mr Solin Chan
Education Officer
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Indonesia

Malaysia

Myanmar

Philippines

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144,

Ms Febryanthie Apituley

Youth Engagement Officer/Education Officer
UNICEF Indonesia Country Office

WTC 2, Jakarta, Indonesia

Ms Azlina Kamal
Education Specialist
UNICEF Malaysia Country Office

Mr Aye Myint Than Htay

Education Specialist

UNICEF Myanmar Country Office
23-A Inya Myaing Road

Yangon 11201, Myanmar

Mr Kap Za Lyan

Education Officer

UNICEF Hakha Field Office
480 Myothit Ward, Myanmar

Mr Isy Faingold

Education Chief

UNICEF Philippines

Unit 20D Amorsolo East Tower, Rockwell
Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines

Ms Teresita Felipe

Education Specialist, Education Section

UNICEF, Philippine Country Office

14™ Floor, North Tower, Rockwell Business Centre Sheridan,
Sheridan Street corner United Street

Highway Hills, Mandaluyong city 1550, Philippines

Mr Fumiaki Sagisaka
Education Officer

Mr Carl Moog
Education Officer

Ms Aki Osawa
Education Officer — JPO

Mr Joemari Olea

Project Data Analyst

UNICEF Education Section

Data Analyst for the Origin

79D Bonifacio Street, Canumay East
Valenzuela City, Philippines

Ms Paulene Santos
Consultant

Mrs Yixin Wang
Consultant
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221 West 29" Street

145. Dr Kevin Carl Santos
Consultant
UNICEF Education Section
231 General Luna Street
Barangay Ibaba, Malabon City

Timor-Leste 146. Mrs Efigenia Almeida
Programmeme Assistant, Education Section
UNICEF Timor-Leste
Dili, Timor-Leste

Vietham 147. Ms Huyen Ho
UNV Education Officer
UNICEF Vietnam

148. Ms Anh Lan Le
Education Specialist

H: SEA-PLM Secretariat

Technical Advisory Group

149. Dr Jimin Cho
Senior Researcher
Division of Educational Evaluation
Korea Institute for Curriculum & Evaluation
8 Gyohak-ro, Deoksan-eup
Jincheon-gun, Chungcheongbuk-do (27873)
Republic of Korea
University Sains Malaysia 150. Professor Dr Nordin Abd Razak
School of Education Studies
University Sains Malaysia
11800 USM Penang, Malaysia

The Chinese University of Hong 151. Dr Esther Sui Chu Ho

Kong Director
Hong Kong Centre for International Student Assessment
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Central Ave, Hong Kong

UNICEF East Asia and the Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO)

152. Ms Karin Hulshof
Regional Director
UNICEF EAPRO
19 Pra Athit Road, Chana Songkhram, Pra Nakhon,
Bangkok10200, Thailand

153. Mr Marcoluigi Corsi
Deputy Regional Director



Launch of Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 2019 Results 35

SEAMEO Secretariat

154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

Mr Francisco Benavides
Regional Education Advisor

Mr Antoine Marivin
SEA-PLM Project Manager

Ms Woranan Thoophom
Research Associate

Ms Aarti Saihjee
Chief of Education

Dr Akihiro Fushimi
Education Specialist

Ms Maida Pasic
Regional Education Specialist

Ms Rachel Harvey
Regional Advisor Child Protection

Mr Sujay Natson
Consultant

Ms Rachel Pickel
Legal Consultant

Ms Maria Qureshi
Education Consultant

Ms Kedchulee Muneenam
Executive Associate

Dr Ethel Agnes Pascua Valenzuela

Director

SEAMEO Secretariat

Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary Building 920 Sukhumvit
Road, Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Dr Wahyudi
Deputy Director (Programmeme & Development)

Dr Kritsachai Somsaman
Deputy Director (Administration & Communication)

Mr Raphael Orenday Cada
Programmeme Officer |

Dr Orawan Sriboonruang
Programmeme Officer Il
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170. Ms Anti Rismayanti
Programmeme Officer Il

171. Dr Aye Chan Mon
Programmeme Officer IV

172. Mrs Natcha Kampiranond
Administration Manager

173. Ms Piyapa Su-angavatin
Knowledge Management Manager

174. Mr Thanit Promsalee
IT Officer

175. Ms Pranee Prakobdee
Administrative Officer

176. Ms Pitchayawadi Arreenich
Documentation and Resources Officer

177. Ms Pimratchada Patanasuthikul
Executive Secretary

178. Ms Chanika Nonthachai
Secretary (Programmeme and Development)

179. Ms Kansiripak Muangnoycharoen
Secretary (Administration and Communication)

180. Mr Anusorn Dusitpirom
IT Assistant

181. Ms Weerawan Theeraroungchaisri
Programmeme Assistant

182. Ms Tachana Saetieo
Administrative Assistant (Purchasing)

183. Ms Achara Thunyamanukul
Admin Assistant (Document Despatching)

184. Dr Salita Soongsawang
SEA-PLM Programmeme Coordinator



©SEA-PLM Secretariat

Address: SEAMEO Secretariat, Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary Building,
4™ Floor, 920 Sukhumvit Road, Prakanong, Bangkok, Klongtoey 10110, Thailand

Email: seaplm@seameo.org | Phone: +66 (0) 2391-0144 | Fax: +66 (0) 2381-2587
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